


ted 
em 
AS- 


the 
it is 
ntil 
her 
y of 
un- 
PER 


der 
th 


kes 
ter 


t of 
ter, 
has 


lit- 
ym - 
set 


try 
we 


ers 
er- 
ich 
Py 


tht 


m- 
ce 
ge 
ler 


vO 
of 
ay 


Is 
er 


es 


2) 


| 
| 





Ok 1 REE AR NEC 5 Om 








THE CIRCULAR. 














DEVOTED TO THE SOVEREIGNTY OF JESUS CHRIST. 


[BY THE ONEIDA COMMUNITY . 











ISSUED ON THURSDAYS] 














VOL. V. 

















THE CIRCULAR, 


Tlas for its fundamental principles the Religion of the 
Bible. and the Socialism of the Primitive Church. Its aim 
however, is to give its readers also a supply of general in- 
telligence, and the news of the day. 

Texms—Free, to those who choose to receive freely: One 
Dollar per annum to those who prefer to pay. 

Specimen numbers will be sent to those requesting them 
Any subseriber wishing to discontinue his paper, should re- 
turn us acopy with his name and residence written upon it, 
and the simple order, ‘ Discontinue.’ 

Address “* THE CIRCULAR, Oneida. N.Y.” 





The Oneida Association 


BUSINESS DIRECTORY. 


Nursery Fruit Trees of of choiceVarieties; 3; Grape 
Vines, Strawberry Plants &c. ; Vegetables and 
Fruits in their season, at the Community Gardens. 

Tuacker, Superintendent. 





Steel=-Traps of the most approved Descriptions, 
for frontier and western Trapping, manufactured 


by the Community. 
8. Newnouse, Superintendent. 
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Sandie 
Garden-Hoes: A new and very complete arti- 
cle called the Scurrie Hor, is manufactured and 
offered to the gerdening ase as above. 
Sewing-Silks ¢ Merchants and Traders supplied 
with the various kinds of American manufacture, 
at wholesale prices. 
A. W. Carr, O H. Mitter, C. Orps, Agents. 
Traveling-Bags: an Assortment of our own 
Manufacture, from carefully selected stock. 
Merchants supplied. 
J. Reynops, 2 
Mrs. E. Wurrrietn, § 
nner 3 3 5nre eeeees— 
Cravats: Satin Spring Cravats of the best 
styles, and thoroughly made. 
Mrs. 8. Van Vetzer, Superintendent. 


Superintendents, 





Palm-leaf Hats manufactured and for sale at 


the ern g—§ 
Mrs. A. C. Sears, Superintendent. 


Milling : Custom work done as usual at the 
Community Grist-mill, 
D. J. Hatz, Miller. 


pinnae 
Job-Printing: most kinds of Printing carefully 
executed at the Circutar Office. 


PARR 








Designing pens “Wood-Engraving by E. H. 


De Latre, Oneida Association. ‘ 





Orders in any of the above branches 
may be addressed by letter or otherwise to 


THE ONEIDA ASSOCIATION, 
Oneida Depot, Madison Co., N. ¥. 





Putney Commune. 


GARDENING, NURSERY - GROW- 
ing and Milling. Address, 
M. L. WORDEN, . PUTNEY, VT. 


wvallingforda Commune. 
FRUIT & MARKET GARDENING, 


. Traveling-Bags 
Manufactured and for Sale., Address, 


AR. ALLEN, ... WALLINGFORD, CONN. 


PUBLICATIONS, 


FOR SALE AT THE OFFICE OF THE CIRCULAR, 








The Berean; A Manual for the help of 
those who seek the Faith of the Primitive Church : 
an octavo volume of 500 pages.—By J. H. Noyes. 
Price, 1,60. 


Bible Communism; A Compilation from the 
Annual Reports and other publications of the 
Oneida Association and its branches ; presenting, 
in connection with their Hisipry, a summary 
view of their Religious and Social Theories.— 
128 pages, octavo Price 50 cts. Printed and 
published atthe office of The Circular, Oneida, 
N.Y. 


Salvation from Sin; Explained and De- 
fended by J. H. Noyes. Pamphlet, 6 1-4 cts. 


Annual Reports; (24 and 3rd) of the 


Oxeitpa Association. Price 12 1-2 ets. 


parPast Volumes of the Circular, and the 
Perfectionist, ean be furnished; and any of the 
above Publications may be sent by mail to all 
parts of the country. 

pe@e- Persons writing to us-on business con- 
nected with the Circular, or for the purpose of or- 
dering any of the above publications, are particular- 
ly requested to write their name, Post-office and 
State, as distinctly as possible. 
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Works and Rewards. 


‘* The Son of man shall come in the glory of his 
Father with his angels, and then shall he yore | 
every man according to his works.” Matt. 14: 27 


The above declaration concerning re- 
wards is commonly understood to be only 
a simple promise of blessing to the right- 
eous, and punishment to the wicked.— 
But this general sense is not all that the 
text literally conveys ;—it is also a prom- 
ise of degrees of reward, and implies that 
men’s rewards will be proportioned to 
their works. It therefore remains full of 
interest to the believer, after the question 
of his final salvation is settled. Man is 
not at first reconciled to God by works ; 
yet, being reconciled, his works are made 
the ground and measure of his final reward, 
God first saves him freely, without works 
—relieves him from the embarrassment of 
a debtor—gives him a righteous will, aad 
then, thus furnished, offers him the prof- 
its of his works. 

‘ Every man shall receive his own re- 
ward according to his labor.’ In affairs 
of this life, works are valued according to 
their quantity and quality. Some men 
may labor more industriously than others, 
but with less profit, because their works 
will not command so much in market, 
where they are judged, not by the amount 
of labor that is expended in their produc- 
tion, but by their positive usefulness. In 
1 Corinthians 3, men are represented as 
building upon the same true foundation, 
different sorts of works, and receiving 
reward or suffering loss according to their 
works ; all works are to be tried by fire, 
and those which are like gold, silver, and 
precious stones, will remain for the reward 
of him who wrought ; while wood, hay 
and stubble will be profitless to the build- 
er ; all will be saved who build on Jesus 
Christ, but the state of some will exceed 
in glory. To those who shall add to their 
faith, virtue, knowledge, temperance, &c., 
an abundant entrance shall be ministered 
into the kingdom of our Lord ; others, who 
when tried in the fire, suffer the loss of un- 
profitable works, are represented as being 
scarcely saved ; ‘he himself shall be saved, 
yet so as by fire.’ 

In the: promise of degrees of reward, 
the believer has all the stimulus to vol- 
untary activity in good works, that the 
worldly man has in his labor. In the 
world, the expectation of a reward cor- 
responding to a man’s works, is a stimulus 
necessary to the attempt of any thing 
great ; and God does not seek to destroy 
this principle in human nature ; Jesus 
Christ, for the joy that was set before him, 
endured the cross. Ambition and ac- 
quisitiveness may bear to be encouraged, 
when directed toward atreasure in heaven 
and the honor which cometh from God ; 
for thus directed, they can work no ill 
to our neighbor, but the contrary ; and) 
God does appeal to these passions, and 
turn them to a profitable account, for the 
good of his universe. When Christ said 
to his disciples, ‘Whosoever will be great 
among you let him be your minister,’ and 
whosoever will be chief among you, let 





him be your servant,’ his design was - not 


Se ee 








to condemn ambition in itself, but to 
give the ambition of his disciples a right 
direction ; and his rule makes ambition 
destroy itself, so far as it is evil ; for by 
-| that rule, the most ambitious will be the 
most meek, and one who desires to rule, 
will make himself a servant. Paul's was 
a character in which great ambition man- 
ifested itself according to Christ’s rec- 
ommendation. He was at the same time 
the most laborious servant to the church- 
es, and their chief. Instead of using his 
authority for selfish purposes, he even 
refused his lawful wages, and preached 
the gospel at his own expense ; poor, 
yet making many rich. 

As has before been intimated, we must 
have reference to the kiud of works, as 
well as the amount, in estimating the 
profits ot our labor. ‘Now abide these 
three—/aith, hope, and charity ;’ they are 
the gold, silver, and precious stones, which 
abide the trial of fire, to reward those 
who have acquired them. They are 
treasures which may be laid up in heav- 
en, where neither moth nor rust doth cor- 
rupt. Knowledge and revelations, and 
external benevolence, are to be followed 
after and valued, chiefly as they tend to 
promote faith, hope, and charity. In 
seeking to lay up treasures in heaven, 
ambition need never repine at unpropi- 
tious circumstances ; for external circum- 
stances can have very little power to pre- 
vent our abounding in the works which 
please God ; and he has made express 
provision for such as are outwardly bound, 
that they may be at the same time earn- 
ing wages of him. Servants may abide 
in their calling, with God, for he has 
commanded them to be obedient to their 
masters, working heartily as unto the 
Lord, knowing that ‘whatsoever good 
thing any man doeth, he shall receive of 
the Lord” ‘This is thankworthy, if a 
man for conscience taward God, endures 
grief, suffering wrongfully,’ &c. In sub- 
mitting to the ordinances of men, we 
need not have respect primarily to man’s 
authority, but to the commands of the 
Lord ; and so doing all things unto the 
Lord, and not unto men, we shall’ receive 
our reward from him, 


Jacob’s Ladder. 


«« And he dreamed, and behold a ladder set upon 
the carth, and the top of it reached to heaven: and 
behold the angels of God ascending and descending 
onit.” Gen. 28: 12. 


This vision becomes very interesting 
compared with Christ’s declaration to 
Nathaniel: ‘ Verily, verily, I say unto 
you, hereafter ye shall see heaven open, 
and the angels of God ascending and des- 
cending upon the Son of man.’ The 
emblem of the ladder, as applied to Christ, 
is very affecting. It thus appears that 





he condescended to be the ladder of com- | 


munication between heaven and earth. 
Though most. significant as an emblem, 
and as such, occupying a chief place, yet, 
in itself, the ladder is the last thing one 
would look at in the vision. So He made 
himself of no reputation, and took upon 
him the form of a servant. (See also, 
Isqiah 53, throughout.) Jacob called his 
vision the gate of heaven ; so Christ says 
of himself, ‘Iam the door: (John 10: 9;) 


by me if any man enter in, he shall be 
saved, and shall go in and out, and find 
pasture.’ The expression ‘ go in and out,’ 
would seem to tally with ‘ascending and 
descending ;’ and to refer to the same re- 
sult of the work of Christ on earth, viz. 
a resurrection unto eternal life, or free 
intercourse with heaven, on the part of 
all who receive him, or enter by him, as 
they will be equal unto the angels. Like 
the ladder, too, which rejects none who 
wish to climb it, whether prince or peas- 
ant, so Christ says, ‘him that. cometh unto 
me I will in no wise cast out.’ ‘Come 
unto me, all ye that labor and are heavy 
laden, and I will give you rest.’ Other 
points of resemblance to Christ as the 
way to life, might be traced out in this fit 
and striking emblem ; but more ingenious 
perhaps than edifying. 

Free intercourse with heaven, then, is 
before us. True, we have to climb our 
ladder, (Christ.) How important, in this 
connection, appears the confession of him. 
Persisting in it, as, ‘step by step’ we 
climb the way, we shall gain the top at 
last. Meanwhile those ministering spirits 
do busy themselves up and down, helping 
in the good work of raising man up to 
their own blessed state. .How prophetic 
that vision of man’s fnture blessedness ! 
What cannot be effected, with Father, 
Son, and holy angela to help ? Who shall 
separate us from final and complete vic- 
tory? The ladder is fixed, and fixed 
forever. Henceforth heaven and earth 
are betrothed ; and the New Jerusalem 
has already begun its descent upon earth, 
to consummate the great and eternal 
purpose of a never-changing God. Let 
all the earth exclaim, Hallelujah ! 

Drummondville, C. W. R. 8. D. 





The Faith View. 

I was much interested this morning 
in the account of the children of Israel 
going up to spy out the land of Canaan, 
but more especially in Caleb, and the 
spirit which he manifested. Evil seemed 
to be greatly magnified in the eyes of the 
people, after listening to the report of 
ten of the spies. ‘ Surely the land floweth 
with milk and honey,’ say they ; ‘ never- 
theless the people be strong that dwell in 
the land, and the cities are walled and 
very great ; and, moreover, we saw the 
children of Anak there.’ But Caleb’s vis- 
ion was entirely different from theirs—his 
was a faith view. ‘ He stilled the people 
before Moses, and said, let us go up at 
once and possess it ; for we are well able 
to overcome it.’ And in another place it 
says that Joshua and Caleb rent their 
clothes, and said unto the children of Is- 
rael, ‘The land which we passed through 
to search it, is an exceeding good land. 
If the Lord delight in us, then he will 
bring us into the land and give it us; a 
land which floweth with milk and honey. 
Only rebel not against the Lord, neither 
fear ye the people of the land, for they 
are bread for us ; their defence is depart- 
ed from them, and the Lord is with us ; 
fear them not.’ 

So, it seems to me, it is with us who 





fear the Lord now. The Lord is with us, 
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and the defence is departed from ourfhorses’ have been obliged in many cases to ‘hold 


enemies, Unless we have faith to sym- 
pathize with God’s purpose and imagina- 
tions, we shall, like the children of Israel, 
see giants all around us, and we shall 
seem like grasshoppers in our own and in 
their sight. But when we realize and 
confess the truth that all power in heav- 
en and earth is given to Jesus Christ, 
what’ before seemed like mighty evils 
vanish like dew before the sun. 
Those men who were fearful and unbe- 
lieving, were forbidden by the Lord to 
enter the promised land, or even to see 
it, ‘But,’ he says, ‘my servant Caleb, 
because he had another spirit with him, 
and hath followed me fully, him will I 
bring into the land whereiato he went ; 
and his seed shall possess it.’ 8, B. ©, 
Newark, N. J, 
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Heavenward. 

‘There’s nothing true but Heaven,’ What is 
Heaven? Every one has some ideal, some highest 
good that the inmost heart longs for ; but this may 
vary, with different mndividuals and classes, and 
the question returns, what is the true conception 
of Heaven? In our view, it is the resurrection. 
What is the resurrection? It is that state or 
sphere into which Christ entered when he arose 
from the dead. It is & state of deliverance from 
the world, of full redemption from sin, death, and 
the law. It is to be filled with the fullness of the 
presence of God, to dwell in the ‘excellent glory’? 
of his interior mansion, and be naturally and with- 
out effort what we know our nature is capable of 
being. This is heaven; and whatever may seem 
to be the case with us, there is pleasure in the 
thought that Christ is there. He is the resurrece 
tion King. Wemay see him with our inmost 
perception encircled in the light of that serene 
world, far above the principalities and powers that 
gloom the Jower sphere. 

















The Weather. 


Accounts from all parts of the country—North, 
South, East and West—show that the present 
winter has thus far been a remarkably severe one. 
Never (some of the papers tell us) was there 
known so long and continuous a time of cold 
weather. Since Christmas we haye not heard of 
warm weather in any quarter. No ‘ January 
thaw’ this year... The Tribune, about the first of 
February, ‘moved by some softening influence, 
did write, print, publish, declare, make known, 
and tell all the world, that the January thaw 
had at last begun, with a clear intimation that it 
would continue, kcepon and finish ;’ but it speedi- 
ly retracted its prognostications. We see it stat- 
ed that it is even colder in the Western States 
than here, though winters there are generally 
milder. It also appears that the Southerners are 
having a northern winter. A vessel from Boston 
with a cargo of ice, bound to a Southern port, on 
reaching its destination was ‘frozen in! The 
Mississippi river has been frozen over down to its 
niouth, for the first time within the memory of 
living men. Speaking of ice reminds us of the 
following interesting item, cut from the Niagara 
Falls Gazette a week or two since : 

For a week past the communication between 
this village and the Canada shore, by the ice- 
bridge, has been uninierrupted. The large body 
of ice which had formed across the ferry and far 
above, a week ago, has become thicker, and is con- 
sequently safer for pedestrians. The ice is proba- 
bly from twenty to thirty feet thick, and perhaps 
more. The crossing is perfeetly safe, and the 
view which can now be obtained of the cataract 
is unsurpassed. Such an opportunity, as is now 
presented for obtaining a front view of the Falls 
rarely occurs. Preyious to Saturday, ice had 
formed up to Goat Island, and the landing could 
be tnade from the Canada side. This is a eircum- 
stance of very rare occurrence. We are informed 
that such a thing has not happened for the last 
twenty or twenty-five years. 

Of snow there has also been everywhere a boun- 
tiful supply. In such citiesas New York and Wash- 
ington, where a sleigh-ride has hitherto beer re- 
garded as arare luxury, and seldom enjoyed, there 
have been weeks of fine sleighing, with a fair pros- 
pect of other weeks of sleighing yet to come. For 
the iast twoweeks it has snowed, snowed, snowed. 





up.’ On some roads the cars have been delayed 
several days. A Buffalo paper states that on the 
Buffalo and New York city road the snow is 
stacked up in places to the hight of twenty feet, 
so that a person can step from the surface of it 
directly on to the top of the cars, A member of 
the Community, who made an excursion into Os- 
wego county, was first kept in doors three days 
by che snow, and afterwards kept two days and 
two nights on the cars,—the cars all this while 
unable to make any headway. He was absent 
seventeen days, and affirrhs that it snowed more 
or less every day—generally more. 

Such a cold, snowy winter as this is calculated 
to cause more or less grumbling and dissatisfac- 
tion in many minds, and, in fact, asa very general 
rule, people are weather-cross nowadays. But 
we confess that we have no inclination to find 
fault with Providence concerning the weather. 
On the other hand, we have learned to call it 
good, and to positively enjoy it. In the words of 
a correspondent, who writes from a cold quarter, 
“winter has its attractions, if we will only keep 
good-humored enough to see them. Is not the 
very snow that obstructs our pathway beautiful 
in its whiteness? How dazzling to behold! And 
what an effectual covering it is to the earth, ef- 
fectually checking the otherwise rapid eradiation 
of heat from its surface, What a warm quilt to 
protect thegreat expanse of treasure that lies bu- 
ried everywhere in the shape of wheat-tields. Ice, 
too, has its beauties as wellas uses. We have 
seen the face of all things (especially trees) so be- 
spangled with this material, as to present a most 
fascinating aspect. A large tree thus attired, with 
the deep blue sky for a background, and a bright 
sun to light up its crystals, forms a delightful ob- 
ject. Moremight be said in favor of, or as an apolo- 
gy for this season. The Lord be praised for winter.” 
We will enjoy the cold and the snow as long as 
they remain with us, while in view of the suffer- 
ing they must necessarily occasion certain classes 
we hope for a speedy ‘change in the weather.’ 


Since writing the above, a friend has presented 
the following note as the result of his weather- 
observations : : 

One peculiarity of the ‘cold term’ that has 
lasted so long, and seems likely to last indefinitely, 
is the regularity of the gyrations of the wind.— 
We have kept no meteorological account, and, 
therefore cannot speak statistically, but we have 
observed that the wind has passed sytematically 
around through all the points of the compass, as 
often as once a week during the whole of this 
winter; and latterly it has completed the circle 
once in three or four days. Commencing in the 
north, its habit has been to shift to the north-east ; 
then to the east, and so on through the south 
and west back to the north. Five or six times 
when the wind was in the south, we have had a 
mild day, and the weather-wise have confidently 
predicted a thaw. But the great whirl which 
the elements seem to have got into, would not 
stop. The wind passed steadily round into the 
west, and the next day winter begun again in 
earnest. While we write, (Feb. 12th,) a bluster- 
ing snow-storm from the west or north-west is 
freezing and burying all the signs of spring that 
had begun to show themselves yesterday under 
the warm breath of the south. What is the 
cause of this continuous circumgyration, and when 
it will stop, let Mr. Merriam, the weather-chron- 
icler, tell. It is beyond our speculation. 





The Postal Reform. 

At a public meeting in New York, lately con- 
vened for the purpose of adopting a plau to pro- 
mote ‘Postal Improvements,’ it was resolved 
‘that a uniform rate of two cents ought to be 
adopted ;’? and also, ‘that compulsory pre-pay- 
ment be abolished, and double postage charged on 
all mail matter not pre-paid.’ 

This last proposition appears to be as mucha 
retrograde movement as the former is an advance. 
Experience is awakening many minds to the 
necessity of contracting, if not abolishing the sys- 
tem of credit; and this case seems to be one of 
the most objectionable kinds of credit. -The re- 
ceiver of the letter is the party against whom 
the debt is charged; and he, of course, has no 
voice in contracting the debt, except that he can 
refuse to receive the lettcr and thus avoid the 
payment. It was not uncommor under such a 
law, for men to receive, and pay for letters that 
were of no interest to them. After the Post 
Office Department has carried a letter to its des- 
tination it ought io be sure of its pay. But the 
great mass of ‘dead letters,’ show that without 
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country offices » 's"ze proportion of these letters, 
were ‘refuse? |. .;ers.’ For instance, the usual 
practice of tlv- Luuks is to notify endorsers of the 
non-payment of notes by letter. Some few years 
ago, when familiar with the details of the office 
in this village, about one half of the dead letters 
were these ‘ Bank Protests,’ refused by those to 
whom they were sent. Now there is no good 
reason why these letters should be carried for 
the parties gratuitously. Express companies and 
others engaged in freighting, take care to secure 
tho reward of their services by requiring advance 
payment on all perishable property, or such as 
may not be worth the cost of carriage. Letters 
shopld certainly be classed with such property. 
It would bea pity to return to that old credit 
system after a better is fairly established. 
Verona, N. Y. H.N. L. 


Royal Education. 

The London Court Journal gives a sketch of the 
method pursued in the education of the royal 
children of England : 

«‘ Their various occupations (it says) are allotted 
out with almost military exactness. One hour finds 
them engaged in the study of the ancient, another 
of the modern authors, their acquaintanceship with 
languages being first founded on a thorough knowl- 
edge of their grammatical construction, and after- 
wards familiarized and perfected by conversation.— 
Next they are trained in those military exercises 
which give dignity and bearing. Another hoar is 
agreeably filled up with the lighter accomplishments 
of music and dancing. Again the little party as- 
semble in the riding-school, where they may be seen 
deeply interested in the various evolutions of the 
menage. Thence,—while drawing and the further 
exercise of music, and the lighter accomplishments 
call off their sisters,—the younger Princes proceed 
to busily engage themselves in a carpenter's shop, 
fitted up expressly for them, at the wish of the Roy- 
al Consort, with a vereing lathe, and other tools es- 
sential to a perfect knowledge of the craft. Thus 
they early become, not only theoretically, but prac- 
tically, acquainted with the useful arts of life. A 
smalljlaboratory is occasionally brought into requisi- 
tion, at the instance also of their Royal father, and 
the minds of the children are thus led from. a con- 
templation of the curiosities of chemical science and 
the wonders of nature to an inquiry into their causes. 
This done, the young carpenters and students throw 
down their saws and axes, unbuckle their philoso- 
phy, and shoulder their miniature percussion-guns, 
—-which they handle with the dexterity of practised 
sportsmen,—for a shooting stroll through the royal 
gardens. The evening meal, the preparation for the 
morning’s lessons, and brief religious instruction, 
close the day.” 

Doubtless there is room enough for censure in 
the training given to England’s royal children, 
but we acknowledge that we find considerable in 
the above description to admire. The course pur- 
sued with the royal scholars is evidently well 
calculated to develop their powers: the variety of 
their occupations must certainly have a tendency 
to make them more complete characters than any 
mere bookish institution could render them.— 
We like, tvo, the mingling of study, play, and 
work as here described. It reminds us of what 
is constantly seen in the Community: nei- 
ther is it confined here to the children, but 
adults also learn’ to pass often and easily from 
work to amusement, and from that, in turn, to 
study, etc. And we conceive of atime, not far 
distant, when Commnnism will offer to all its stu- 
dents facilities for obtaining a more than ‘ royal 


education’ as above described. 


NEWS AND TOPICS, 


PEACE RUMORS. 

By the arrival of the new Cunard steamship 
Persia, which reached New York last Saturday, 
we have European news to Jan. 26th. The pros- 
pects of peace are brightening somewhat—peace 
rumors forming the staple of the news. It is 
stated that the French and English Cabinets have 
come toa perfect agreement as to the mode in 
which the negotiations are to be carried on. At 
the same time the belligerent Powers continue 
their preparations for an earnest continuance of 
the war should peace not result from the present 
‘endeavors.’ Just before the sailing of the Persia, 
the following from a leader in the Daily News was 
telegraphed from London to Liverpool: “ We learn 
on authority which renders it impossible to doubt 
the correctness of the statement, that a prelimin- 
ary treaty of peace will be signed, probably before 
Tuesday, certainly before the meeting of Parlia- 
ment. An armistice will be concluded immedi- 
ately after the signature of the preliminary treaty, 
for a limited period, and negotiations with a view 
to a final comprehensive treaty will be com- 
menced immediately. -We are given to under- 
stand that it is the determination of the allied 
Powers to exercise to the full extent the right 
reserved to them by the fifth article of the Aus- 
trian proposals, to bring forward additional stipu- 
lations for the general interests of Europe.” 
LIFE-PEERAGE IN ENGLAND. 














Roads have been rendered impassable, and ‘iron 


pre-payment they are not sure. In many of the 


It ig noted as aa sign of progress in England, 








practice of creating life-peerages. On his advice, 
Baron Parke, late Judge of the Court of Ex- 
chequer, has been created Baron Wensleydale for 
the term of his natural life. _ This is regarded as 
an infringement of the hereditary principle, which 


in England has been very seldom disturbed. ‘If 


this precedent (remarks the Post) be further acted 
upon it opens a large prospect of constitutional 
change as regards the British House of Peers ; 
and the London Daily News remarks: ‘Hence- 
forth a Goldsmith, or a Johnson, a Thackeray, or 
a Hallam, a Herschel, or a Farraday, may take 
their seats among the Peers of England.’ 


EMIGRATION TO IRELAND. 
Transatlantic journals learn with surprise that 
the tide of emigration is setting backward from 
the United States toIreland. Thousands have re- 
turned to the Old Country within the last six 
months. ‘The immigrants come’, says an Edin- 
burgh journal, ‘not with Colt’s Revolvers, but 
Yankee dollars, and show great solicitude about 
plots of land and the growth of potatoes.’ The 
London Times in commenting on these facts, ob- 
serves that lreland is a much better country for 
the farmer than it was ten or twenty years ago— 
that the land is generally in a better state as re- 
gards the proprietorships, that there is not the 
same burden of poverty, that the potato is sound, 
&c.,—and anticipates a continued increase in the 
pumber of returning Irish. This pacific invasion 
augurs well we think for the future of Ireland. 
COTTON IN ITALY. 

A Mr. Clegg of Manchester, England, is report- 
ec to be now in Naples, where he is endeavoring to 
set on foot an extensive growth of cotton, ‘partly 
with a commercial and partly with an anti-slavery 
view.’ Cotton is to some extent now grown both 
in Sicily and upon the continent; and the average 
rent of land there being moderate, and -that of 
lands suitable for cotton growing being especially 
low, it is thought that it will be easy to carry out 
Mr. Clegg’s project. Favorable as are the climate 
and soi!, yet foreign capital and enterprise are the 
things needed to realize this scheme. 

SOUTHERN EMIGRATION TO KANSAS. 

A South Carolinian, Capt. E. B. Bell, announ- 
ces (says the Evening Post) ‘that he is about or- 
ganizing a company of one hundred men to pro- 
ceed to Kansas, about the last of March, and ap- 
peals to his native state for aid. Colonel P. S. 
Books has pledged the South Carolina Delega- 
tion for two hundred and fifty dollars, to be paid 
so soon as this company is prepared to emigrate. 
He also offers one hundred dollars to each com- 
pany of one hundred men that might go to Kansas, 
under pledge to remain two years.” 

A SOUTHERN ‘MANIFESTATION.’ 

The €overnor of Vermont, not greatly fearing 
the Slavery propaganda, sent the Resoluticns 
adopted by the Legislature of that State relative 
to Kansas affairs, to the Governor of Georgia, 
who, while deprecating ‘ the humiliation of being 
made the medium to communicate an insult to 
the State of Georgia,’ finally lays them before 
the Legislative department of that State. Where- 
upon the grave legislators felt bound, and deeply 
too, to do something, but what it should be, they 
could not agree. One member of the House 
offered a resolution proposing to transmit to the 
Governor of Vermont the warlike resolves of the 
Georgia Convention of 1850, inclosing a bullet, a 
second proposed to send powder with it, and a 
third would send a ‘coil of rope.’ In the Senate 
the following resolution was offered : 


*© Resolved, That his Excellency President Pierce 
be requested to employ a sufficient number of able- 
bodied Irishmen to proceed to the State of Vermont, 
and to dig a ditch around the limits of the same, 
and to float ‘ the thing’ into the Atlantic.” 


PROGRESS AT THE SOUTH. 

“ A petition is now in extensive circulation in 
Virginia (says the Phrenological Journal) pray- 
ing the legislature of that State to so modify the 
laws concerning slaves and free persons of color,as : 
1. To protect the parental relation, forbidding 
the separation of parents and young children at 
the will of any man or set of men, under criminal 
penalties. 2. To recognize and secure the marital re- 
lation to colored persons, forbidding the disregard 
of the sacred relation of husband and wife by any 
man amongst his own slaves and protecting the same 
between slaves of different families. 3. To allow 
persons so disposed to teach persons of color to 
read, so as to better assist their moral and mental 
elevation. The memorial instances, as indicatiors 


of the great responsibility which the South feels 
for the temporal and spiritual well-being of the 
people in their midst, that in Louisiana, the laws 
prohibit the separation of parents and young 
children, and the same policy has been engaging 





legislative attention in Georgia and Alabama. In 
South Carolina, important ameliorating modi- 
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fications of the code on Slavery have been advocat- 
ed by many able writers and jurists—among whom 
may be mentioned Dr. Fuller and Judge O’Neil. 
In Maryland, free colored persons are permitted 
to have their own schools, and with the most en- 
couraging fresults. In Louisiana, their schools 
are not only permitted but assisted by money 
from public funds.” 





ITEMS. 


—Much anxiety prevails concerning the 
steamship Pacific, which has been due at N. York 
for more than a week. The steamer Alabama has 
been sent in search of her, with a supply of pro- 
visions, &c. 


— Albert Rust, M. C. from Arkansas, 
has been indicted for as¢ault on Horace Greeley, 
by a lawyer of New York city. Mr. Greeley him- 
aelf has taken no part in the prosecution. 


—The United States have lately rec- 
ognized the claim of Col. Fremont, the celebra- 
ted traveler, to nearly 45,000 acres of land in 
California,—the value of which is now estimated 
by millions. It is said to be the largest and 
most valuable title ever made by the Govern- 
ment. 


—The newly elected Speaker of the 
House of Representatives, N. P. Banks, is described 
as a ‘self-made man.’ In his twelfth year he grad- 
uated from the only school he ever attended, and 
entered a cotton factory in his native village, of 
Waltham, Mass. He subsequently worked as a 
house-carpenter, learned the trade of a machinist, 
became a lawyer, etc. 

—Three large fires have occurred in 
the city of Syracuse within a few weeks, destroy- 
ing the Court House and two fine blocks. 


—Prunes have been very successfully 
cultivated in Pennsylvania. Among the economists 
in Beaver county, they have been grafted on plums, 
Mr. Pfeiffer, of Indiana, has raised prune trees in 
large numbers, and sold them at exorbitant pri- 
ees, some as high as $5 and $10. He had some of 
the fruit at the Pennsylvania State Agricultural 
Fair, heldat Pittsburg, which suld readily at 50cts. 
a quart.—Independent. 

—The State Census, recently comple- 
ted, gives the cities of New York and Brook- 
lyn, and their suburban districts, an aggregate 
population of 1,104,498. New York itself has a 
population of 629810 


—Miss Murray, Maid of Honor to 
Queen Victoria, having visited the United States, 
and written a book in which she takes a favora- 
ble view of the ‘peculiar institution, on her return 
to England was notified by the Queen that she 


, must resign her official position if she published 


a defense of slavery. Rather than forego the 
publication of her book, Miss Murray resigned. 


—A Cincinnati paper says: “ Every- 
thing that facilitates the escape of slaves has been 
pronounced, we believe, unconstitutional. In 
this view of the case, we allege the freezing over 
of the Ohio river as decidedly unconstitutional, 
and we would call the attention of Congress to 
this matter. It breaks down one of the iniddle 
walls of partition betwen Slavery and the Gen- 
tile land of freedom, and slaves are availing them- 
selves of this unconstitutional freak of the weather 
and river, and making their escape without any 
compunctions of conscience.” 


—Paul’s remarkable saying, that he 
that marrieth doeth well, but he that don’t doeth 
better, was recently quoted to a lady, when she 
replied with considerable spirit, that ‘history 
proves St. Paw to have been a disappointed old 
bachelor!’ A juster theory is that he stood 
aloof from marriage for the sake of something 
vastly better. , oo 


Associated Towns. 

The NV. Y. Evening Post states that a company 
has been formed in that city, numbering about two 
hundred persons, who intend to emigrate to Kan- 
sas the ensuing spring, and there form an octagon 
settlement. “They have a subscribed capital of 
$29,500. A site has already been selected—a 
place on the banks of the Neosha river, near the 
southern boundary of Kansas, where the climate 
is warm like that of Virginia. Their plan of set- 
tlement is briefly as follows: Four square miles 
ave occupied. In the center, a plot of ground is 
laid out in the form of an octagon, which takes in 
two to three hundred acres. Roads radiate from 
the center in such a manner, that the whole piece 
is conveniently cut up into sixteen farms, adjoin- 
ing and terminating at one end in the octagon.— 
The sixteen farm-houses are placed around this 
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together. The central point is used as a com- 
mon, for the erection of such public buildings as 
the company may need—a school-house, store, 
mills, &c.”* 

From Life Illustrated we learn that the Hutchin. 
son brothers, the far-famed vocalists, propose to 
commence a sort of associative settlement in Min- 
nesota : 

‘“* They in company with others of kindred 
spirit, have purchased a tract of land on one of 
the forks of the Crow River, and there they 
have already founded the town of Hurcntnson, 
The town is to be built and governed partly on 
the associative principle ; that is, some of the 
buildings are to be owned and used in common, 
such as the Town Hall or Assembly Rooms, 
the Library, Reading Room, and others. Mr. 
Judson Hutchinson, with his usual liberality, 
has presented a fine piano for the Musical Hall. 
We perceive with pleasure that the practice 
of making scttlements in companies of conge- 
nial spirits is becoming very common in the 
great West. The plan has many obvious ad- 
vantages, the chief of which is, that it spares 
the emigrant the pangs of home-sickness. He 
takes a home with him ; for what is home if 
it be not the place where they live with whom 
our hearts and minds are in accord? A soli- 
tary emigrant family journeying slowly to a dis- 
tant home, leaving behind them all they love, 
is a melancholy sight. But a party of Kindred 
spirits, going forth together to help one another 
conquer a new home, cheering each other on 
the way, ministering to one another in sickness, 
and rallying to each other in danger, is a cheer- 
ing spectacle. We hope to hear of more Asso- 
CIATED Towns,” 








An Oneida Journal. 

Winter in Association.—As the effect 
of winter is to bind the natural currents, re- 
pressing the flow of quickening juices, ‘ strait- 
ening the breadth of the waters,’ and shutting 
up the running streams, so its effect is in some 
degree to check social circulation and bind the 
currents of friendly intercourse. People as 
well as animals are forced to hibernate during 
the inclemencies of such a season as this.— 
The snow and cold for the last few weeks, 
have shut up folks at home. Meetings must 
have been thin, and visits and parties less fre- 
quent than ina more get-about-able time.— 
This contraction of sociality is calculated how- 
ever to have the good effect of intensifying 
home affection, and heightening enjoyment 
around the domestic hearth ; and where this has 
been the case in common life, the loss by the 
rigidities of winter cannot be counted very 
great. But in Association there is no loss.— 
We realize all the advantage of being shut up 
to home affection, without any contraction of 
our circle of interchange or diminution of what 
may be called public entertainments. We 
have in our family all the wherewithal for par- 
ties, meetings, lectures, clubs and classes. In 
short, all the machinery of a village society is 
included under one roof. Our horses have 
lain still during the unparatleled severity of the 
last weck or two, mountain drifts have almost 
shut off our communication with the world out- 
side, and yet we have missed nothing of the 
entertainments or opportunities of improvement 
which a village society affords. In the midst 
of rigor hardly to be faced abroad, one of our 
lecturers last week drew a ‘highly interested 
audience’ of a hundred and thirty. 

Keep IN RAPPORT WITH THE WEATHER.— 
This is a woman’s exhortation towomen. We 
have not had a cold this winter; and think one 
reason is, that we have been under an engage- 
ment of business which has called us out in the 
weather every morning and evening. No matter 
what the day might be, we have made acquaint- 
ance with it, snuffed itsair, tried its temper, 
put ourself in rapport with it ; and in turn, the 
weather has befriended.us, not catching us up 
for every little indiscretion and making us pay 
for it with a cold, or setting us into a quake 
and shiver at every rough embrace. It you 
would have the weather for a friend and not a 
tyrant, accost it merrily every day, out in its 
own domain—-not let it find you always plot- 
ting against it in the house. It is best to have 
some earnest business to call us out into the 
weather, not to have to go out ‘for the mere 
sake of it; andit is to the credit of the Asso- 
ciation that it takes pains to afford the true 





plot, each one upon a separate farm, and yet near 


motive to its women, by giving them work ia 


the 5. »ps and such partnerships with the men 
in out-door chores as are practicable. 

Visitors.—-Our winter seclusion, which on 
some accounts we have appreciated much, 
seems to be drawing to an end. We have had 
several visitors within a week—lookers on. 
One goutleman who staid several days, and 
kept up as we thought a vigilant inquisition, 
expressed himself at last as having realized here 
his ideal of Communism—a social system to 
which he had long been attracted, but which 
he had never seen satisfactorily organized be- 
fore. He wished to join us, with his family ; 
bui not much encouragement could be given 
him while his sympathy related apparently to 
our external organization and arrangements, 
rather than our religious basis, Another 
shrewd observer remarked that he was much 
pleased with every thing here, and should re- 
commend Community life to those who could 
bear it ; but he thought not one in a hundred 
could stand our discipline. Friends from Put- 
ney and Wallingford are with us. The dearest 
cousins could not be more welcome. 





Home Journals. 

[Thinking it will be acceptable as a peep at in- 
dividual enployments, and partly also for varie- 
ty’s sake, we give our readers another chapter of 
the home journals that are in daily course in the 
Community. ] 

Tuesday, Feb. 5.—Having been notified to play 
with the band this morning, in the parlor at half 
past five, I was up in good season to attend the 
concert. The ordinance of eating at the table with 
the family, is one that I have neglected of late on 
account of a disabled stomach. After attempting 
to conquer the enemy by eating regularly, I 
changed my tactics and declared my freedom to 
abstain from eating; and soon found that prayer 
and fasting, with a simple d:et when I did eat, 
were my best weapons to meet and overcome the 
dyspepsia enemy that was oppressing me. After 
Bible-game, attended to the duties of the dairy- 
house as usual. The dairy business has been a 
very pleasant one to me this winter. I have 
taken much pleasure in so managing the milk as 
to preserve it all sweet for the use of the kitchen 
department. By skimming the milk before it 
sours, we obtain the greater part of the cream 
for butter, while we save the milk. We have 
been able to furnish our large family with a milk 
meal as often as once a week through the season 
of low milk tide, besides furnishing milk for pies, 
&c., whenever wanted. After my usual duties, 
spent the remainder of the forenoon in writing 
Jetters. In the afternoon had some conversation 
with Mr, A—— in relation to the tailoring de- 
partment—his temptations to self-criticism after 
criticising the work of his assistants, &c. Advised 
him to be open with his associates in business, 
and keep free, sincere heart-fellowship in circula- 
tion, and thus keep his machinery well oiled. I 
confessed my love for Mr. A., and thankfulness 
that we had so faithful a man in the clothing de- 
partment. In the evening attended meeting as 
usual, which is always a good ordinance to me.— 
I confess my union with Christ, and my separa- 
tion from, and hatred of sin, disease, and death; 
and pray that I may be “more and more fruitful 
in faith-works, to Christ and the Community. 

G. ¢ 

Friday, Feb. 1.—Arose at the ringing of the 
first bell—a quarter to six. In addition to other 
motives which would induce myself and bed- 
fellow to respect the invitation of those who have 
prepared the breakfast, by appearing when it is 
ready, we both wait on the children’s table, which 
makes it necessary we should be prompt. This 
service, after our own breakfast, commonly occu- 
pies us till time for Bible-game. After Biblw- 
game, I go immediately to milking. Have enjoy- 
ed this chore very much this winter. Usually 
have a pleasant word with Mr. O. at the dairy- 
house, and, Mr, L. at the barn—imbibe oxygen on 
the way to and from—take observations of the 
weather, &c., Mr. L. appears to be disposed to 
carry out the Bible principle of rewards, and be- 
caase I have been faithful over one cow to give 
me more. He has set me over two already, and 
talks of giving me three or four next summer, 
The idea that one may have too much of a good 
thing, always reminds me of a dialogue in Shaks- 
peare, between Orlandoand Rosalind: 


Orlando to Rosalind.— Wilt thon have me 2 
Ros.—Ay, and twenty such. 

Orl., [not much pleased with her answer, |— 
What sayest thou? 





Ros.—Are you not good ? 
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Orl.—I hope so. 
Ros.—Why then, ean one desire too much of a 


‘good thing ? 


After milking, sung half an hour with E—— and 
S——. Then we three women went to the trap- 
shop, where I heated irons for G. A. to weld.— 
His dexterity required me to mind my business 
well. S—— reported to me some conversation 
she had with Mr. J—— at the forge, He ex- 
pressed himself pleased with the spirit growing 
among the women to earn something, and thought 
they rendered substantial aid in the trap-shop, 
contributing considerably to the increase of the 
weekly profits—At noon waited on the first 
table; listened to the music; sewed from one 
till two. At two joined the bee for braiding 
palm-leaf hats. I usually spend. from three to 
four o’clock in a kind of school with the girls ; 
but to-day, as they had a lesson to study, | 
braided till half-past three. At half-past four 
went to milking again. After milking sewed til! 
supper time, and then helped serve the supper in 
the parlor, eating my own with the other waiters 
in tho cellar, and enjoying the pleasant conver- 
sation with whick it was enlivened. After sup- 
per helped J—— study his Greek: attended 
class and the evening gathcring in the parlor.— 
I have desired lately the elevation of my attrac- 
tions, and feel a confidence in the confession of 


Christ that it will effect in me what I desire. 
P. 


Monday, Feb. 4th.—Besides attending to my 
usual round of chores, wrote a journal for.our 
Newark friends in the forenoon. At one o’clock 
went with a party to see the gigantie snow-drifi, 
between the dairy-house and barn; enjoyed the 
sport of pusising one another into the snow, and 
making curious snow-features. From there went 
directly to the trap-shop, and worked at the forge 
till a quarter past three, I find a great deal of 
pleasure in working at the trap-business, and ap- 
preciate the social advantages we have there, as 
well as take delight in the fact that we women are 
producing eomething. Suffered cunsiderably with 
the toothache while at the trap-shop. On my 
way to the house, stopped at the dentist’s office 
and had the filling removed; which relieved it 
some. After coming home had some conversa- 
tion with Mrs. S. She thought I needed to con- 
sider the toothache more as a spiritual disease, 
and commit my teeth into God’s hand, and trust 
him to guide me as to having them filled, &e. 1 
have desired to have the right spirit about my 
teeth, and I think Mrs. 8.’s hints will help me. 
I thought the other night when some one spoke 
of those persons who had the most done to their 
teeth in the way of repairing them needing the 
most attention paid to them afterwards, that my 
case was a good illustration of that principle.— 
After supper I lay down till meeting-time.. Since 
the talk about a revival, I haye thought mutieh on 
the subject, and this idea from an article or Mrs. 
Cragin’s on prayer, often comes to my, mind: 
‘ Although God never turns away his ear from the 
sincere request of any, yet it is in answer to uni- 
ted prayer that great blessings descend ;’ and 
have thought if we were all united in.asking for 
a revival, we would find the desire of. our hearts 
fully realized. After meeting had a pleasant 
word with several. Retired about 10 o’clock. 

8. K. D. 
Monday, Feb. 4.—Immediately after Bible- 
game repaired to the shop and commenced tem- 
pering trap-spr:ngs. After our 10 o’clock recess. 
commenced work. in company with Mrs. N. 1 
feel very thankful for the help of the ladies, im our 
business, and for the good luck that has attended 
us in getting up new machinery to help do our 
work ; also, . for the spirit of brotherly love that 
reigns in the shop. At noon, after eating dinner, 
studied Arithmetic till 1 o’clock.. Then worked 
again in the trap-shop until half past five. ‘After 
supper, studied Arithmetic until 7 o’clock, then 
wrote this journal. After attending the evening 
meeting, I studied my Bible lesson some, and re- 

tired, thanking God fora good day. = J. ©, Hi 





Correspondence Glances. | 
THANK-OFFERINGS FROM CORRESPONDENTS. 
Wallingford, Jan. 12, 1856. 

Dear Circusar :—Here you are again passing 
around our happy circle, causing the countenance 
of all you meet to glow with pleasure, and the 
heart to bound with  shaihbres This evening my 
heart gives you a double welcome; it is my birth. 
day, and I receive you asa birth-day present, 
much more valuable than the costly garment or 
glittering gem. 1 pray that the beautiful traths 
contained in your columns may pe in 
my heart, and bring forth fruit unto God. the 
source of all beauty and goodness," 

The view I have had to-day of God’s goodness 





to me. in the past, has melted iy heart in Jove 
and gratitude to him, { thank’ him for mayin. 





16 


THE CIRCULAR. 














known to me the true gospel, for giving me a 
home in the bosom of his church, and for my 
companions, those who are saved from egotism 
and selfixhness—who are able to show me my 
faults in the spirit of love, and help me to over- 
come them. 

‘The thank-offerings of my Oneida brothers and 
sisters, I can respond to with all my heart, I 
thank God for nity experience the past year, for 
enlargement of heart, and growth in faith, and 
the evidence I have that egotism is being over- 
come in my character, and the childlike spirit 
taking its place. Such experience encourages me 
tu press on to still higher attainments which I 
know are in store for me in Christ, in whom I 
put my trust. Yours for improvement, &. H. 


Prescott, Mass., Jan. 20, 1856. 
Among the many blessings God has bestowed 
upon me, for which I am thankful, I may mention 
the gift of a Savior, whereby I am made partaker 
of the divine nature; and the evidence I have 
within me that my name is written in the Lamb’s 
book of life. Although held in bondage in an un- 
godly world, I am thankful for the privilege of 
reckoning myself a member of Christ’s church. 
Though I have some trials, (for which Iam thank- 
ful, as they serve to wean me from false attach- 
ments,) yet my blessings are mamfold, for which 
my heart is full of gratitude. I thank God for 
comfortable health; for his mercy in providing 
for ene of my children a place in the Community 
school, where she may be disciplined and educated 
for the service of Christ ; aud for the Circular, 
which is received by a grateful heart as a gift from 
God. I confess Christ in me a spirit of thankful- 
ness that I am permitted to reckon myself dead 
indeed unto sin, and alive unto God through 
Jesus Christ my Lord. M. A. S. 
Poplar Ridge, N. Y., Jan. 28, 1856, 
Drar Circutar:—I was pleased and edified 
by the New Year’s offerings of thanksgiving, or 
acknowledgments of thankfulness for just what 
came uppermost ; and was led to reflect, Have I 
nothing to be thankful for? Oh yes, indeed, my 
heart responds. My heavenly Father is constantly 
watching over me; the hairs of my head are num- 
bered ; His promises ‘are yea and amen forever. 
if T can single out particular dispensations of his 
idence for which I am bound to feel grateful, 
it is for chastisement, just enough to humble my 
spirit; for a place in the care and affections of a 
small portion of his people where my lot is cast, 
where I can learn and be comforted by the mutual 
feeling of faith—faith in God as acommon Fa- 
ther—faith in Christ as a free Savior—faith in the 
Holy Spirit as an instructor, a comforter, a teach- 
er, and a reprover. Iam thankful for the privi- 
lege of reading the Circular, where I find much 
that tends to instruction and improvement. I 
am glad that you are going right on with the 
paper, and hope the friends of the cause will re- 
spond in season to your invitation of assistance, 
and send in of the things they have in store as 
God hath prospered, that there may be no lack. 
I enclose three dollars as a small mite, hoping it 
will be accepted as a freewill offering. 
Your sister, R. kK. 


A Baldwinsville, Jan. 31, 1856. 

I thank the Lord that he ever put it in my 
heart to seek him; for salvation through Jesus 
Christ, and for all the many manifestations of his 
love and watchful care over me. I thank him 
that he has given me sb pleasant a home, for my- 
self and children; and that they are so well cared 
for; that my children have nothing on earth that 
they can call their own, to depend upon, I think 
I am getting the victory over my alimentiveness, 
(that caused me so much trouble,) for which I 
am thankful. 1 wish to renew my confession of 
Christ, and union with the Association, and ask 
your prayers, that I may in everthing walk wor- 
thy of the vocation wherewith | am called. 

M. P. B. 


Drummondville, C. W., Feb. 6, 1856. 

The sound of praise that haz reached us 
through the Paper, has stirred up our hearts to 
reflection on the past, present and future; in all 
‘which, truly the goodness of God is abundantly 
manifest. When we consider how many years 
we have lived upon his bounty, even joyous in 
the sunshine of his own providing, without in 
the slightest degree acknowledging the hand that 
bestowed them, and then reflect how untiring 
his forbearance, hard indeed must be the heart 
that melts not at the though. Dear friends, I 
am tharkful that any one is thankful. For my- 
self, | hardly know, just now, what to single out 
asa theme of special praise to God. So dender 
has ie been towards me in the long past, so faith- 
ful in his preseut dealings with me, and so lavish 
af his promises for the future. ‘O that men 
would praise the Lord for his goodness, and for 
his wonderful works toward the children of men. 

R. 8. D. 


Putney, Jan: 30, 1856. 

I gladly accept the invitation to thank God 
through the Circular, for the blessings and favors 
of the past year. I thank him for a growing pur- 
pose to help on the cause of Christ’s kingdom on 
earth, and that my heart hungers and thirsts for 
more righteousness; for being able to see good 
in all things, und for evident signs of resurrection 
life in my body and spirit; for increased faith 
and growth in love; for growing unity with Christ, 
the Primitive church, and all the household of 
faith. I might mention many things that call out 
thankfulness ; but one great gift of the past year, 
has been a thankful heart ‘hat makes it easy to 


Putney, Jan. 30, 1856. 
My heart has of late been particularly waked 
up to thankfulness, and I have been led to enumer- 
ate the many blessings of the past year that I 
am thankful for. In the first place. I thank 
God that I was transplanted from Oneida to this 
lace. I can see in a great many ways that it has 
n profitable experience. It has been the means 
ot enlarging my heart, and increasing my faith in 
the power of the Community spirit to elevate our, 
tastes and organize all our passions. I can see 
also that as my faith increases, my patience in- 
creases, not only towards myself but those around 
me. Again, I am thankful for the ordinance of 
work, that we can worship God init, doing what- 
ever we do with our hands, heartily, as unto the 
Lord and not from necessity. In this spirit labor 
is a pleasure, and a means of fellowship ; and obe- 
‘dience to Paul’s injunction easy —‘diligent in busi- 
ness, fervent in spirit, serving the Lord.’ I thank 
God for the gifts of love and criticism, and that I 
am learning to appreciate them as choice blessings. 
The spirit of unity never looked so beautiful to 
me as now. I desire to favor its growth in my 
own heart, by cultivating a spirit that will pro- 

voke unto love and good works. J. Oo A 
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THE BREAKING OF BREAD, 


The ‘ breaking of bread’ in the Lord’s 
supper should be regarded as a represen- 
tative act. Christ simply meant to sig- 
nify by it, that the distribution of food 
in any manner and at ail times may be 
made an ordinance communicating his 
life and spirit, I do not suppose that any 
special importance attaches to the break- 
ing of bread, in distinction from other 
kinds of food. Neither do I suppose that 
Christ intended to attach any special im- 
portance to the use of wine. The exhila- 
rating nature of wine, obviously renders 
it a fit symbol of Christ’s spirit, and so 
may be preferable to water ; but why may 
not other things which produce similar 
exhilarating effects, answer the same pur- 
pose ? It seems to me a narrow-minded 
view, which reduces and confines that or- 
dinance to the precise things which Christ 
presented to his disciples, On the day of 
Pentecost, they ‘broke their bread from 
house to house, and ate their meat with 
gladness and singleness of heart.’ They 
evidently ate the Lord’s supper from day 
to day without any particular reference to 
the articles they ate. If you look through 
the book of Acts, you will find no indica- 
tions of special seasons and particular 
things mentioned in connection with the 
Lord’s supper, but simply that they ‘ broke 
their bread from house to house.’ You 
will also find that the deacons, whose 
business it was to distribute at these fes- 
tivals, were appointed as stewards in the 
church : it was their daily business to dis- 
tribute food. I do not know that they 
drank wine at all, but think that whether 
they ate bread or meat, drank wine or 
water, the Lord’s supper was substantially 
going on. 

If there is any. special importance at- 
tached to acts of breaking bread and pour- 
ing out water, or whatever we have, then 
those who prepare the food should be holy: 
otherwise we cannot have the Lord’s sup- 
per. The men and women who officiate 
as deacons and deaconesses ought to be 
distributers of a good spiritual element. 
We find that Peter and the other chiefs 
in the church, after a while stopped dis- 
pensing the Lord’s supper. They said : 
‘It is not reason that we should leave the 
word of God, and serve tables. Where- 
fore, brethren, look ye out among you 
seven men ot honest report, full of the 
Holy Ghost and wisdom, whom we may 
appoint over this business, ..... And 
they chose Stephen, a man full of faith 
and the Holy Ghost, and Philip, and Pro- 
chorus, aud Nicanor, and Timon, and 





praise God and to draw near to him. cE. 


Parmenas, and Nicolas.’ ‘Chese men were 





‘ full of the Holy Ghost and wisdom ;’ and 
evidently their handling the bread had a 
good effect upon it. It was necessary to 
the economy and substantial health of the 
church that they should have holy men to 
distribute the food, that their spirits 
should mingle with it, and so render it a 
medium of salvation. So, while we have 
among us those who devote themselves in 
a particular manner to the spiritual inter- 
ests of the church, giving’ themselves to 
‘ prayer and the mmistry of the word,’ let 
us consider that it is also very important 
that these secondary persons, deacons and 
deaconesses should be haly, that they 
should mingle with the temporal things 
they distribute, a good spiritual influence 
—that the things should be blessed when 
they are broken and poured out: other- 
wise, they may become +he mediums of 
evil to us. 





Stability of Faith. 

M¥ mind has been exercised considera- 
bly, for a while past, on the subject of 
stability of faith. James says, ‘If any 
of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, 
that giveth to all men liberally, and up- 
braideth not ; and it shall be given him. 
But let him ask in faith, nothing waver- 
ing. For he that wavereth is like a wave 
of the sea driven with the wind and toss- 
ed. For let not that man think that he 
shall receive anything of the Lord, A 
double-minded man is unstable in all his 
ways. These words show that if we 
want anything of God, we must not be 
ina doubting, wavering state of mind ; 
in such a state the Lord cannot bless 
us if he would—we do not remain quiet 
long enough to receive his blessing. I 
have ever found that when I have been 
in a confused state of mind, unsettled 
and undecided, I have received nothing 
from the Lord,—neither «do I then satis- 
fy myself in anything Ido. But when I 
am in a stable state of mind, I am better 
able to suit myself and others, and can 
ask God with confidence for anything I 
need. Not long ago I was desiring that 
I might become more spiritually minded, 
when it came clearly to my mind that it is 
the knowledge of God and his character 
which makes us spiritually minded; and 
I prayed to God that he would show me 
his character, and bring me into more 
complete union with him; and immedi- 
ately the character of Christ wag present- 
ed before me in all loveliness—how he 
prayed for his enemies—how he blessed 
those that cursed him,—and how in all 
circumstances he returaed good for evil : 
his whole character as represented in the 
gospel was pictured to my mind, and it 
filled my heart with joy and gladness, I 
thank God that he hears and answers 
prayer, and gives us a spirit that is 
pleasing to him. 

Truly, the goodness of God leads us to 
repentance. When I pray for a thing 
and God answers my prayer, my heart is 
melted. Iam learning more and more 
every day how to pray aright to God: he 
does not want us to make a long prayer» 
but simply ask him for what we need, as 
we would ask a brotber or sister, father 
or mother, for any favor. He desires us 
to come to him in confidence as to a lov- 
ing friend. We must believe that he is 
always in a good humor, and that he loves 
and smiles on us. Lately I have been 
very thanktul to God for placing me in 
this Community where I have a good 
chance to improve. It is in answer to a 
prayer‘that I made years ago. |M. L. 





The Emigrant Aid Society. 

One of the schemes which has been for the last 
year or two, and is still in hvely operation at the 
North, to introduce freedom, instead of slavery, 
into Kansas, is the Emigrant Aid Society. As we 
understand it, this is a joint-stock company, the 
shares of which are sold at $20,00 each. By an 
arrangement with the various railroad companies 
on the route, persons wishing to emigrate to Kan- 
sas can do so by the aid of the society, at a reduc- 
tion of about one third on the ordinary rail- 
road fare. Among the inducements held out, are 
the following, as taken from the report of a pub- 
lic lecture on the subject, delivered in Brooklyn, 
by Eli Thayer, on the 22d ult. “ Tickets are sold 
at a reduction of perhaps one-third, and the emi- 
grants and their baggage are placed in charge of 
an agent of the company, who sees that they are 
placed upon the road, and their comfort and safety 
attended to. They start, say from Worcester, or 
Boston, or New York, or any other point, receiv- 
ing as they commence their journey the best 
wishes and encouragement of their friends and 
the friends of their cause. Two or three thousand 
people, perhaps, witness their departure. They 
arrive at Albany, and are met there by other 
friends ; and he mentioned one case where a colo- 
ny was given a public reception in Albany, and 
the conference was prolonged until a very late 
hour of the night, so great was the interest.— 
They receive an addition to their numbers, and 
go on to Utica, perhaps, where they are as en- 
thusiastically received; additions are constantly 
being made, and when they arrive at their des- 
tination, they are heartily welcomed by their 
brethren there.” By way of further showing 
what this organization is doing, and has already 
done, we will make an extract from an article in 
the Evening Post, of the 24th of January: 


“The Emigrant Aid Society comes to the 
help of the emigrants with its counsels, its ex- 
perience, its influence, its patronage, its capi- 
tal, makes the change of abode easy to them, 
and surrounds them at once with the comforts 
of civilized life and the institutions necessary 
to their welfare, on condition of sharing in the 
advantages which ultimately attend the settle- 
ment of a new country. It explores the coun- 
try, and publishes the information it is able 
to collect. It forms the colonies in the Atlan- 
tic states, and organizes them with a just pro- 
portion of the different classes whose services 
are needed. It precedes the colonies ; it has al- 
ready its establishments in the country to which 
they go; they find its hotels already opened, 
and its steam mills already in motion; it re- 
moves many of the hardships and inconven- 
iences of pioneer life ; it is, in fact, itself the 
pioneer in colonization. It employs local 
agents in the territories, whose business it is té 
see to the advantageous settlement of the colo- 
nists as they arrive, and to keep up friendly 
and intimate relations between them and the 
Society in the Atlantic states. It forms a me- 
dium of communication between the young 
colonies, and their friends in the East, and 
makes it easy for those who are left behind to 
juin their relatives at any time which they may 
find convenient. Itacts not merely as an ex- 
plorer, a guide, anda founder of colonies, but as 
a protector in any emergency in which they may 
be afterwards placed. Its plan is such that their 
interests are in a good. measure its own; it is 
bound to listen to their calls for help by a re- 
gard to its own reputation for usefulness and 
beneficence, upon which the suceess of its un- 
dertaking must depend. The more peaceful 
and prosperous the colonies whieh it has es- 


tablished, the greater the value of the property 


it possesses in them. It must, therefore, shield 
them, as far as it is able, from molestation and 
wrong of every nature. 

What the society has already done is re- 
markable, considering the short time which has 
clapsed since its establishment, and the few 
persons who have been actively engaged in 
carrying out its plans. On the 17th of April 
last it had sent to Kansas, under its direct aus- 
pices, sixteen hundred persons; and siuce 
that time its activity has so much increased, 
that where it then numbered hundreds, it now 
numbers thousands. During the season of 
travel it sent out a colony a week, and it was 
owing solely to its exertions that the towns 
which have sprung up in Eastern Kansas have 
been occupied by men from the free states, 
able by their numbers, their clear understand- 
ing of tkeir rights, and their firm determina 
tion to maintaiw them, to overawe the brutal 
mob who crossed their fronticr from Missouri, 
in the vain hope of driving them from the ter- 
ritory.”’ 








Quimby, J. Richards, G@. W. Robinson, Polly Pal- 
mer, J. L. Grenell. 
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